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Since 1777, Americans have celebrated the 
true American holiday—the “4th of July.” To 
this day, some two-hundred and forty years 
later, we venerate the patriots such as:  George 
Washington, Paul Revere, Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison, John Adams, John Hancock, 
and Benjamin Franklin. Each one of these 
men in their own way marked the founding of 
our nation with their fingerprints and charac-
ter. 

To this day, I enjoy the wit and wisdom of 
Benjamin Franklin, who at the ripe old age of 
twenty-six (26)  penned his “Poor Richard’s 
Almanac” the following sage insights: “A 
penny saved is a penny earned…early to 
bed, early to rise makes a man healthy, 
wealthy and wise…three may keep a se-
cret, if two of them are dead…fish and 
visitors smell in three days” 

Franklin is also quoted to say as the pressure 
of the English bore down on the patriots: “We 
must, indeed, all hang together or, most 
assuredly, we shall all hang separately.” 

Where would we be today without visionary 
courage of those Founding Fathers who 
fought for and established our liberty? 

As a man of faith, and an erudite of history, let 
me suggest two additional names to the 
“Patriot Hall-of-Fame.” I want to add the 
names of John Leland and Roger Williams. 
These two Baptist leaders envisioned, argued 
for, and struggled to bring religious liberty to 
the colonies. Each in their own unique way 
dreamed of a land where men and women of 
conscience would be free to worship and seek 
the face of God apart from the pressures of 
the secular government and a sanctioned state-
church. 

When one compares the spiritual trajectory of 
Western Europe in which the deep roots of 
Christianity date back practically to the Apos-
tle Paul as well as the place of the Christian 
church in the United States, the differences are 
prodigious. For instance, when one compares 
worship attendance in France, home of some 
of the most beautiful cathedrals in all creation 
to worship attendance in the United States, the 
contrast is amazing. Only 21% of the French 
darken the doors of the sanctuary while 44% 
of Americans regularly attend worship ser-
vices. 

So, why is there such a dramatic difference 
between two lands with so many common 
roots? Let me suggest it boils down to the 

establishment of religious liberty across our 
great land, and as Thomas Jefferson stated to a 
group of Baptists in Danbury, Connecticut, 
the “separation of church and state.” Freedom 
of religion has given the followers of Jesus the 
freedom to preach and live the gospel accord-
ing to their own conscience free from the re-
straints of the government. 

Many historians trace back the roots of reli-
gious liberty to a conversation and agreement 
between Baptist preacher John Leland and 
James Madison of Virginia. Leland  had a huge 
following in Madison’s district. He threatened 
to run for office against Madison unless he 
includes in the new constitution a provision 
for religious liberty. Madison agreed to advo-
cate for these principles. Leland supported 
him. Soon the Bill of Rights stated in its First 
Amendment: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances. 

Roger Williams supported this time-less princi-
ple stating: “Enforced uniformity confronts 
civil and religious liberty and denies the 
principles of Christianity and civility. No 
man shall be required to worship or main-
tain worship against his will.” 
As Americans and Baptists to this day, we 
avow the religious liberty of all those created 
in the image of God. We celebrate the truth 
revealed by Jesus when He proclaimed: “God 
is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24 
ESV) 
This “Fourth of July” remember our Baptist 
patriots who struggled for religious liberty and 
protected our nation from the dangers of the 
state corrupting the church with its lure to 
power and prestige. We serve only one King…
King Jesus! 

 

 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  June 25:       $30,449 

                          (2016 $23,083) 

Month-to-date Received:  $136,037 

                              (2016  $101,597)               

 

Building Fund 

Received June 25: $1,820 

Month-to-date Received: $10,473 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  344 

                                  (2016  302) 

 Worship Attendance:           472 

                                 (2016    326)          

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

First Connections 

A welcome center is a critical yet often underappreci-
ated part of every church, but is an integral part of a 
visitor’s first-time experience. First Decatur is looking 
for friendly and welcoming volunteers to serve one 
Sunday a month before and after Bible Study at our 
First Connections Centers to help make our visitors 
feel at home and help them find their way around our 
prodigious complex!  This would be a great family 
activity as well.  Please contact Robyn Lowrie or 
Laura Boyd to sign up today! 

 

Smiling Faces 

We are using our church database to create a new pic-
ture directory. Please send your family pictures with 
n a m e s  t o  a l y s s a @ f i r s t d e c a t u r . u s  o r 
bree@firstdecatur.us. Deadline to submit pictures is 
August 15.  

 

Teach, Lead, Serve  

If you are interested in leading a small discipleship or 
home group this fall, please contact the office or 
Mike Stallsworth. We are also looking for new Sun-
day School teachers to begin training in late summer.  

 

The Homebound Ministry  

is looking for volunteers to visit and minister to the 
saints that are unable to come to church. If you 
would like to volunteer in this ministry, see Arlena 
Cude, Cindy DeSpain or join us on Tuesday morn-
ings at 9am in the church office.  

 

Library Summer Reading Program  

You are challenged to join our Reader’s Hall of Fame 
by reading 2 books from FBC Library before August 
31. See our display table for “Good Reads”! Paypal 
Kiosk A payment kiosk is available at the Kidz Con-
nection counter in the foyer . 

 

Prayer Concerns, Weekly Statistics, & Announcements 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




